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things that are Ceſar's, and to God the things that are God's. And this certainly pro- 
vides for our Religion, as well as for our C ivil Intereſt. 


But whatever is ſaid by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, this grand Projettor is to ſeek. 
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Does not this Projettor here deliver his own prattice, Ls the grattice of his dif- 
ſenting Brethren, vw/hom no Model or Moderation, no Reformation or Settlement, can 
ſatisfe : but having abandoned the Communzon of that Church, into which they 
were baptized, (upon a/ Phattafie to ntw-Opinions, with6ut form or ſolid ground) 
they project to unhinge the State, and to undermine the Government, that they ma 
have the mgxe liberty tg ſeck a new Religion (if they could tell what) in the rubbiſ 
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glory, and the ſtate of immortal ſouls, the ſacred Inſtitutions of the Goſpel, and the Or- 
$8.of. Divine Worſhip , this Galli cares for none of theſe things. He can 
love Ged izuiſfibly; and. if His Divipe ajeſty pleaſe to have no command in forte, 
but what may ſtand with his good liking, he may perhaps do him the civility to obey 
it. Forall the Iztereſt he pleads for, is onely a purſuit of his own phancy, under 
pretence, of Civil Safety; but withoup any regard to Religion or God's gy» and 
that is (1 reference,to > God) withoil Jany regard to Hunllnduftce. 
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of this Intereſt entire, is the preſervation of Government. And if men take them- 
{elves to be to much obliged, when they are ſecxr'd in their Civil Rights ;, ſure 


they muſt be mad men if they be not hugely more endear'd, when they are ſecur'd 
in their Intereſt for Salvation and Life Eternal. 


"Tis granted to this Projeitor, that the Government is not obliged to protett 
ſuch asare enemies to its conſtitution and ſafety, nor to protei# ſuch as have a venera- 
tion for any other Furiſdittion or Power as ſuperiour to it felf, whether Forein or 
Domeſtic, 'makes no difference in the caſe but this, that there is the more dancer to 
be feared from an Enemy that is /odged in our own bowels. Forit is not entough to 
diſclaim the Pope's Supremacy, if they have a projetinreſerve to ſet up a Supremacy 
of their ow; and inſtead of being Proteſtazts in oppoſition to the Popiſh Edifts of 
Charles the Fifth of Germany, they take the name and title of Proteſtant in oppoſi- 
tion to the wholelom Laws of Charles the Second of England. 


"Tis granted likewiſe tobe the Intereſt of all Proteſtants to unite againſt the forein 
Authority of the Pope : but a Negative Union will fignifie little to our ſecurity 
againſt the Power of it. For ſuch an Union we have with Turks, Fews, and Hea- 
thens, who have an equal averſion to Popery with our ſelves. Butwith this negative 
Union we ſee there may be, and is, a poſitive diviſen;, and that Aphoriſm of our 
Saviour is ſtill in force, in ſpight of all ſuch pretended zegarive Unions, eA Kingdom 
divided againſt it ſelf cannot ſtand. To keep up rs therefore there is a neceſſity 
of a compliance towardsa firmer Union. And it ſuch-as are thorowly addiQed to 
this Church, take fire at your averſions to it, *tis out of a-pious deſign to mele you 
into ſo much Chriſtian Charity, as may diſpole-you to 747 into one Communion, that 


their Forces and yours united may be the ſtronger, and the more effecFual to oppoſe 


the common Enemy. 

But that men, who are eſpouſed to the Church of England ſhould, at the ſame 
time, be devoted to the Church of Rome, or a&t a part forit. Nothing but a ſtu: 
pid and affeited Ignorance or a ſpiteful Malice could fnggeſt. For before they can 
do this, . they muſt be abandoned of their Reaſon and Common Senſe too : and yet think: 
ing men cannot but look upon them as the moſt (if I may not fay the onely) invin 
cit Champions of this Orthodox Church, againſt all Attempts of the Forein Powes 
of Rome ;, and this they find themlelves obliged unto upon grounds irrefragable, that 
is their. certain knowledge, that in giving way to the Popiſb Faction they ſhould 
betray fheir Conſcience, and all their Intereſts together. 


That the Church of Rome aims -at the reſtauration of her Empire over us, is no 
news to us. To this end *tis viſible ſhe beſtirs her ſelf to 5»flame the Reckoning 
amongſt Proteſtants, But if itbe her Artifice to perſonate the Diſſenter (as we ſee it 
is) and not the true Conformiſt, as the beſt Expedient ſhe has left to compaſs her 
ryr anno and ambitious ends, it muſt needs be of great importance with all Diſent- 
&r5, (if conſcientious) to let fall their private Animoſities againſt us, and cloſe 
with the Intereſ# of this Church, to fruſtrate the deſigns of Rome, which their di- 
viſion helps to carry on z, whereas their uniting in the common Intereſt would ſe- 
cure the Government from all danger of Subverſion, by rendering it too formidable 
for the Attempr. 


This being the Caſe, let us turn the Tables, and take leave to ask the preciſe 
Diſſenters of this Kingdom fome few ſuch Queſtions as this Projetor puts to the 
Clergy of the Church of England, (mutatis mutandss) Is Non-conformity to the Go- 
werrment and ſolemn Worſbip of God here eſtabliſhed amongſt us, deartr to them than 
England's intereſt, and the common cauſe of Prateſtancy * Is their love to Church-divi- 
fron greater than to the Church it ſelf, and her' Religion ? than to their native Cortn- 
trey, her Laws and Liberties? Or laſtly, Whether incaſe they are ſmcere in their ſorry 
Allegations for their Diſfent, (which I confeſs ingenuouſly 1 am apt to fuſpeR) #: #- 
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to be ſuppoſed, that the preſent Non-conformiſts are better able of themſelves to ſecure 
Proteſtancy, and our Civil Intereſt againſt the Attempts of Rome, than in conjunttion 
with the Intereſt of the Church of England ? If they fay Yes, I would have them at 
the ſame time, tor the ſame reaſon, give it under their hands, that *tis a ſtanding 
Rule in Arithmetick , that one is more than ſix, and that hitherto we have been all 
miſtaken in the Art of Numbers. Being brought to this pinch, I conceive whate- 
ver they ſay, they reſolve to run the hazard of falling under the power and deſigns of 
Popery, rather than ſuffer the preſent Engisſh Church to ſtand. 


This & ſuch a deſperate piece of Bigotry, (to pay this Projettor back in his own 
coyn) as the Civil Government is highly concerned to dilcountenance ; for thisdiſſh- 
pates the People, impairs Trade, foments Jealouſies, and endangers the Peace and 
Welfarc of the whole. And what ſhould a Prince be more tender of, than ſuffer- 
ing the C:vil Intereſt of a great People to be diſturb'd and zarrowd for the humour 


of a diſſenting peeviſh Party. 


I might follow this great Projettor through his whole FHarangue, and turn his 
whole Train of Artillery upon himſelf, and beat off at leaſt, it not quite batter 
down, all the Pretenſions of the difſentino Brethren with it. But Fle {pare them; 
onely I cannot forbear to tell him, that he does not carry himſelf {o mgenuouſly as 
he ſhould dv, towards that Sovereign Authority which he declares ſhould not be 
ſuperſeded or controlled in what it docs determine : for when he has ſharpened his 
Weapon, and made it keen enough: for Execution, he turns the edge of it directly 
and purpoſely againſt the eſtabliſh'd Law of that Sovertign Amhority, Whereas if 
he had dealt honeſtly like a good Subject '(according to his own Principles) the 
Arguments which he draivs from the danger of cur diviſions, ſhould have been 
preſs'd not upon the Church, but the Non-confermiſts, For *tis clear they are 
Diſſenters to the Law, or at leaſt «fy to ſupertede and controul the Government, 
before they do aftually divide themielves from our Communion, 


And here I muſt tell thisConfident Projefor, they do controul the Civil Govern 
ment, whoſe Ac, Will, and Determination that Law is. And to go alittle further 
with him, I ſhall grant him that the difference betwixt the Papsſt and the Proteſt- 
ant is not preciſely Religions, nor chiefly ſuch ; 'tis a Civil Empire, and a Secular In- 
tereſt conſequent thereto, which the Church of Rome aims at; though they are 
cunning enough to palliate their Pretences with the ſpecious but frivolous diftin- 
ion of In ordine ad ſpiritualia, And I think there are very few diſcerning per- 
ſons guilty of that miſtake , which this Projettor would ſeem to retihie in 
that cale. 


But before he pretends to remove the other Miſtake (as he calls it) let him at- 
tempt to do a miracle, that is, to remove mountains, Betwixt Proteſtants (we muſt 
underſtand thoſe of the Church of England) and their Diſfenters, there is no civil 
difference (if we may take his word for it.) Thoſe Diſſenters are at a Ne plus ultra 
on the behalf of the Engliſh Government as well as themilelves. They neither acknows- 
ledge nor ſubmit to any other Authority. They hold the one common Civil Head, and ot 
onely acquieſce in the diſtribution of Fuſtice by Law, but embrace it as the beſt part of 
therr Patrimony. And I pray how long is'tfince this Hercules has become 1o tame 
or weary, as to ſet up his pillars with this Inſcription, 1s King CH AR LES 
t' at common Head ? and ishe ſo Inall Cauſes and over all Perſons * Do not ſome of 
the Diſſenters complain of rigour and ſeverity, (though they have little reaſon) 
when they are puniſhed for their Non-conformity * If theſe Inflitions (what c're 
they be) were not according to Law ard Fuſtice, we ſhould hear of them with a 
witneſs, not by way of Complaint, but Inditmert. But ſure this Projcdtor is a very 
young man, or he hasa very ſhorr memory, or elſe he deſigns to :mpoſe upon his 
Reader. That they are for a Pluwlrra as to Reformation, they have declared in 
Print by a P.wphtcr that bears that Title - and is it not per force that they fit down 
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under the Negative as to Civil Government ? Is it not their fate rather than their ** 
choice and ſatisfattion, that they are fain to be ſubjef# to our common Head? Do 
they not long for achanze? Do not ſome of the Party aim and endeavour at-it ? 
This Projector tells us, David could not wear Saul's Armonr, and true Proteſt- 
ants (he ſhould have ſaid of the Church of England) cannot uſe Popiſh Weapons, 
Impoſition and Perſecution, But will he vouch for the Precbyterians? Let us ſend 

him into Scotland to take Recognizance of thoſe Brethren, an&when he has done that, 

let him come home and read over Mr. Hobbs his Hiitory of the Civil Wars :, and 
bring usin good Bail to lecure us of the good Behaviour of that Party, which is 
here in ſo great vogue with him. And will he give Security for the reſt of the 
Church and State Phanaticks? Perhaps he neverread of the Pranks that were plaid 

m Germany by John of Leyden, Phifer, and Knipperdoling ; biit has he forgot the 
Impulſe and Effort of Venner in the City of London ? or the. Inſurreition of the Bre- Jan.g. 155; 
thren of Scotland this laſt Somer ? Men may be true to their c:vil Intereſt in col 
bloud, but they grow mad and rage for what their phrenſie calls Religion. 


And when men begin to kick againſt Church Government, though they may be 
tame and modeſt for a ſeaſon, *tisnot their virtue, but the ſenſe of their weakveſs, 
that makes them. Like the Serpex: newly taken out of the Snow, *tis their zwadtive 
cold and numneſs that keeps you lafe, while you have them in your boſom : do. but 
let them grow warm and vigorous, you'le find they have a ſting and venom tyo. And 
if we take our meaſures from the ſpirie of this Projeftor, when we find how bo!d 
and reſtleſs he is in his ſcribling againſta ſtanding Law, and the determinations of 
the Supreme Authority, (which he confeſſes ought to be incontrollable) to propagate 
his new Opinions, (which look too much like a deſign to advance Irrel:g:on and Athe- 
;ſm) what an emphaſis would he ſet upon his Dodtrine, if he could ſtrike all Laws 
dumb, and put Authority to ſilence ? Whereas we ſee now onely the ſcratch of the 
Pen, we might then feel the force of his P:ſfols, an] the edge of his Toledo; and 
he may come to a confidence of 4ogma'izing to ſharply, that nothing but the force 
of a ſtronger Arm will be able to reſiſt him. And he is little vers'd in fory, who 
underſtands not that rhey of the Conciſion all Sectarians are of a ſanguinary Conſtitu- 
tion. And is it not great pity but our Code of wholeſom Laws ſhould be pulled in 
pieces, and that the Chzrch Government, which can preſcribe for the ſame date with 
Chriſtianity, ſhould be taken down, and the decent Forms of God's ſolemn Worſhip 
aboliſh'd ; though all theſe have been abundantly juſtified by learned Pens and holy 
Martyrs, yet is it not pity (I fay) but they ſhould be all cancell'd and utterly ca- 
ſhier'd to gratifie ſuch a godly Party as affect Empire, and are ambitious to be u5- 
permoſt, as ſoon as they can gain a ſafe and handſom opportunity to effett it. For 
let them look never fo demwrely, and carry themlelves with as much meeknefs and 
humility, as that familiar Spirit which governs them can ſuggeſt, yet have they 
malice and pride enough to bind their Kings in chains, axd their Nobles with links ef 
Tron. Such Honour without all doubt this Set of Saints aſpires unto. And this 
ftrikes both at our Rights Civil and Sacred, our Law, Reli75on, and Corſcience,to have 
any Rome-bred Ulurpation as well as Forein Juriſdiftion impoſed (here) upon us. 
So that theſe men drawing into queſtion and danger the Conſtitution and Govern- 
ment, to which (as this Projettor well obſerves) Srripture, and Nature, and Cir! 
Patt oblige their fidelity and obedience, there ſeems a diſcharge upon the Civil Go. 
vernment from any further care of their Proteftion, who make it a piece of conſcience 
ro ſeek its ruin, and which is worle, who govern themſelves by this ſtubborn Prin- 
e'p'e, not to be informed of better things ;, for here not Reaſen or Law,but the Phanatic 
will be his own Judge. 


Pag-77 


In the mean while they make it their buſineſs to pay off the conformable Clergy, 
who (as this Projettor wickedly, and without all ſhame or charity, ſuggeſteth) va- 
luing themſelves by their reſpetts tothe Church, and tenderneſs of ber Independent Io 
nour, have the opportunity wit the leſs ſuſpicyon of letting 14 Pepery at the back dvr. 
And why this ma/icio:ess Infinuation ? Onely becauſe (fecing by our new Light? 

| every 


Dan.s. 445+ 


They ſhew'd 
their malice 
in his Con- 
demnation, 
and the Ro- 
nans came to 
avenge his 
Innocency. 


Pial..45.3+ 


1 Tim.2. 15. 


[6 ] 


every day more Reaſon than heretofore to be out of love with Innovations) they 


keep upcloſe to their old meaſures of Religion and Loyalty. 


For this our Projeftor upbraids them as perſons that are miſpuided by ſtiff and 
rigid Principles, that walk in maſquerade, and wear the guiſe of Friends, and yet 
ſtill play the gawdy but empty name of Church againſt the Civil Intereſt and Religion 
of the Nation. As if forſooth the Religion of the Nation were not within but with- 
out the Church, and the Supreme Authority had ſetup a Church againſt its own Ci- 
vil Intereſs, But hereby this Projettor tells his Reader, the great Churchmen ſhew 
themſelves deſerted of God,whoſe Providence Experience tells us hath hitherto pre- 
ſerved them by little leſs than 2racle. But thus the m—_—_— Adverlary faid of 
our {ate Sovereign and our bleſſed Saviour, when they had a mind to murder them, 


Good God ! Whither will not Pride and Faltion carry us? Why, what evil 
have theſe great Churchmen done ? Men ſo eminent for their parts and vertue, that 
the World grows mad it can find no matter of Accyſation againſt them, no ground 
to quarrel with them, but ſuch as the Preſidents and Princes had _ .the Pro- 
phet Daniel, "twas concerning the Law of his Ged;, though the truth is, their exvy 
ſprung up at the King's favour toward him, for his wi/dom and faitl ful ſervice. 


And really he that ſhall duly obſerve the CharaRer and PraQtice of theſe men, 
cannot but cohclude, that had they lived in thoſe days, and under that Juriſdiftion 
of Moſes and Aaron, (who were obliged to be very tri in Diſcipline, as well :s 
in matters of Form and Ceremony) they would moſt certainly have been in the 
crowd, and cry with Corah and his Accomplices, Te take roo much xpon you, All 
the Congregation art voy Or had they been in any vogue, when the Saviour of the 
World came with perfeR Innicenty, attended with a miraculous power to beat down 
Satan's Kingdom, they would have ſaid as the Chief Prieſts and Phariſees did, If we let 
him thitt alotte, all men will believe on him, and the Romans ſhall come, and take awa 
both our plate and nation. But wiſdom 1s juſtified of her children; and to ufe this Pro- 
jeftor”s owh words, No Ignorance can excuſe ſuch Zeal, nor can wile men believe it 
to be the produt of either Ignorance or Zeal, but a trick to take down the Throne, 
and weaken Soveraignty, that themſelves may with the leſs hazard gain poſſeſſion of 


the Chazr. 


To this purpoſe he projets a Civil Govermmert, fit onely for an Rropia or an Iſle of 
Pines, where Religion is of no concern, nor luppoſed to be any part of the People's 
Intereſt. And if we can imagin a Society of men, brought forth into the world 
without the help of Parents, or the nurſery of common Education, a people with- 
but hope and without God in the world, where there is no belief of Heaven or Hell, 
but a perſuaſion that the Soul evaporates with the breath, and is quite exringmiſh'd at 
the diſſolution of the Body ; there haply the Civil Intereſt this Prejettor pleads for, 
may ſtand alone upon its own bottom. And yet at this time a day *tis very hard 
for us to believe it ; for we are taught, *tis God that makes men to be of one mind, 
whether in a Houſe or ina Kingdom. That God is in the midſt of it, therefore the 
holy city ſhall not be moved with Tumults; becauſe God is known in her Palaces for a 
refuge. But unleſs the Lord doth firſt build, and then watch it, mag's pains are to little 
purpole to ſecure it. 


But this Projetor is for a ci2il Union without the cement of Divin@ Providence, 
and fora civil Safety without the guard ofa Divine Protetion. Inſomuch that 
when a man reflects {eriouſly npon his /avectives againſt the Loyal Clergy, and his 
making the Church nor the pillar and ground of truth, but an empry name ;, be mwſt 
ode iad himſelf under a great temptation to believe, that this Projettor was de- 
ſigned to pull down the Church, and advance Atheiſm. But God is ſo great an 
Enemv to Atheiſm and Trreligion, that it men will not know him otherwiſe, he wall 
make himſelf known to them by the execution of his Judgancats, And fo great a 

Loyer 
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Lover he is of ſuch as are ſincerely religious, that'S, Auſtin imputes, the long pro- 
ſperity of the Roman Empire to the ſmcerty of their Zeal, though their Rebgion was 
erroneous. And fome have made the like Obſervation upon the Turks ſb Empire. 
Tis tirue for us therefore to be awakened, when we are alarm'dby ſuch Projeitors, 
and rd inquire a little more tricffy into our own belief. , Did the Son of God come 
dowiifrom' Heaven, and really {uffer death upon the Crols, to purchaſe himſelf 4 
Chufeh? When he had done this with ſo much fivcat- and torments, did he leave 
that Church expoſed and an Orphan ? Did henot promiſe that Kings ſhould be nur- 
ſig fathers, and Queens nurſmg mothers to it? Did henot promile alſo, that they 
d bring their glory and their honour into the Church with them? and that the 1.90. 
Nations ſliould walk in the light thereof ? *Tis true, Chriſt's Kingdom 1s not of this Apoc.21. 
world, but*tis 51 this world for all that. And if the Church be in the Empire, *tis 
as well the in:ereſt as the duty of that Empire to take care of it. And if the Church 
be Chriſt'. Kingdom, (as without all doubt it is) to ſuffer that Kingdom to. have no 
ſhare in our ARairs, no influence into the Condu&t. of our Conyerſation, will cer- 
tainly draw upon vs the guilt of a Nolumes hunc regnare, and make us to be Took'd 
upon as Chriſt's exemzes, and then what will become of our C:24l Safety ? ' | 
Bur if God be taken into the Conſtitution as the Author of it; it his Soveres## 
' Power be acknowledged the foundation of our Government ; if his Wiſdom ani 
Providence be concern'd in the ſupport of it : then the Holy Oracle without doubt 
is to be confuted, and we are to conſider, that inall reaſon we are obliged to ſerve 
bim, if we expe he ſhould preſerve « ;, and we ſhould conſult his Honour, that he 
may eftabliſh ours. : Kt 
Doesthe honour then of the Civil Governour conſiſt in the multitude of his Peo- 
ple ? So does God's. Does the' ſafety of the Government conſiſt in the Union, Una- 
nimity, and Regularity of that Multitude ? The preſervation of God's ſolemn Wor. 
ſhip and Service doesfo too. If therefore we are lo zealous for a Civil Union for 
the Honour of our Prince and Countrey, why not as zealous for a Church Union 
for the Honour of our bleſſed God? Andif their Union onely in a Civil Imereſt 
makesa People ſo formidable and ſecure againſt the Attempts of a common enemy, will 
not the addition of another Intereſt be a further addition to their ſtrength pr gran” 
deur * Doubtteſs their Union in a Retigions Intereſt will much more endear them, 
rivet them the cloſer, and make them' ſtand more firm and fteddy againſt all -Forein 
Oppoſition, *Tis this will make oor Feryſalem impregnable. ' And rhis cauſed the 
Pſalmiſt to celebrate the concord and communion of that Church'and People with ſo 
much Ecftafie ; Behold how good and how pleaſant it is for brethren to dwell together uw Plal.t33.1. 
wnty ! © "Tis this occaſion'd that ardent Prayer of our Saviour, that his Diſciples may Joh.17.24- 
be one, and be made perfe(t in one..." This was the ground of the Apoſtle?” Grattl,” 
tion and Rejoycing for the Coloſſians, Their order. and" the ſtedfaſtneſs of. their £.2.4« 
faith in Chriſt. we Ei | 
Yet our bold Projeitor does not ſo much as dream of fuch a Church Union as if 
it were impoſhble. But is not fuch an Vion and Unity iti a National Chirth poſſi- 
ble? 1 ſay, in a National Church; for of the Catholick Church that of Gregory is De Conſecrat, 
moſt certain, \#7 una fide nihil afficit ſanite Eccleſie conſuetudo diverſa* But fora pay- 4:4: £4p- 4c 
riexltay Church of one denomination, uch Union and Unity is under command and Que 77% maſone- 
ty, and therefore poſſible. What faith the Apoſtle to the Epheſians ? The priſo- Eph.4-14- 
ner of the Lord, beſeech you, that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, 
endeavouring to keep the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace. And what fayy he to 
the Cormthians ? Now I beſeech you, brethren, by the name of our Loid Feſus Chriſt, 2 Corn1.10. 
that ye all ſpenkthe ſame thing, and that there be no ſchiſms amongſt you, but that ye be CEN 
eftly joyrhd roverher wmthe ſunt'mind, and in the ſame lement. ' And what ſays 
tothe Romans ? * Now the Colt of patience and conſolation gratt, that ye be like* Rom.15-5.6- 
minded one towards another, aftty the example of Chriſt Feſus,” hate may with one 
mind and one motirh glofifie God, 'roent the father of of Lord Feſus brit. . And ſo 
it was from the bepinminy, from the vey firlt plantation'sf lurch, chey were of 
one heart and of one ſoul, and gore one. corfitmy oh 3 alt facred Offices, : 2 
continued ftedfaſily in the Apoſtle) Hditrine Sy v and in breaking of bread and AMS 2.43. 
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in prayers. They held a rift communion with the Guides and Governours of the 
Church, in the profeſſion of the ſame Faith, in the ule of the ſame Sgcrampres, and 
all other ſacredOffices. © © © © N- 

'Tis true, the Apoſtle did foretell of falſe Apoſtles, deceirful workers, that would 
ſtir up ſchiſms, and bring in damable bereſies: Alſo of your own ſelves ſball men argſe, 
ſpeaking perverſe things to draw pat ap gfter them, But .he does wycigh againſt 
them bitterly z For ye are yet carnal ; for whereas there is among you envying, and 
frife, aud fattions, are ye not carnal and walkas men, for while one Paik 1 «1 ,0f, Paul, 
and another, I am of Apollo, are ye not carnal? As the Apoſtle does condemy them, 
ſo he pxeſcribes an Antidote againſt them; Now I beſeech you, brethren, mank, thew 
which cauſe Gains and offences, contrary to the dottrine which ye have me M and 

ere we have our own fad malady, diviſions and offences, and here we 


avoid them. | | 
may find out certain cure, (if we will apply the remedy) attentiyely ro wark, . and 
carefully to avoidthem. © ptyrvee 

But this goodly Projettor tells us, theſe Diſſenters have ſome Grounds for their 
difference, and ever hard if they could find nothing to ſay for themſelves: byt 
what isit? Moſtly Che ſays) about Church Government and ſome Forma of War ſup, 
apprehended to be not ſo pure and Apoſtolical as could be deſired. And yer.(if we may 


give any credit to Church Hiſtory ) this Government is at leaſt as ancient as the ; ew 
fed the 
ure 


ration of Churches by the Apoſtles; and theſe Forms of Worſhip having pa 
reft of ſundry Diſputes, Debates, and Conferences, they are apprebended wery pur 
and Apoſtolical, by the moſt Pious, Learned, and Jodiciou and iafndbiee received 
a Civil Santtion for their Eſtabliſhment from the Supreme Authority, whole Deter- 
minations (if the Projector, be $0 be belieyed) are nat to be ſuperſeded or controfted. 
"But we bave.a more ſure word of Prophecy, whereto we ſbould do mell to take heed. Let 
every ſoul be ſubjett to the higher Powers. And, Submit your ſelyes to every Ordinance 
of man for the Lord's ſake. And again, Obey them that are your gnides, and bave the 
rule over you, andſubmit your ſelves. Here is Apoſtolical, and that is Divine Autho- 
rity for it, and that to be ſure is uncontrollable. 

And are there not Authentic Rules and Canons to direRt this Authority? Let 
us examine the Sacred Text. Amongſt thoſe Rules two are in effet Negative ; 
whereof the one ſeems more eſpecially to concern ſuch as are 10 Authority, and the 
other ſuch asare under the command of that Fithociey. The Apoſtles end Paſtors 
under the Goſpel, as well as the Prophees under that ancienter Dupenſation, were 
ſubjett to like paſſions 4s other men: And paſſion in ſame might be apt to ſway them to 
rigor and feverity ; and poſſibly they might be precipitant, and impoſe ſomething 
leſs convenient out of ſtifneſs and contention. Andonthe other fide Ambition might 
werp others to popularity, and incline them to ſtudy how to gratific the hamauy of. 
the people, to the prejudice of the Church, for-their own pleaſe Here 
the Holy Ghoſt by the Apoſtle lays down this Rule, Let norhing be done through ftri 
or vain glory. 1 | by 

puta ſuch as are .or ſhould. be awder Obedience, ſome are ; 
brisk., and witty, apt to be full of objedFion or ſcraple ; men of this temper will. be 

| Prcieltor is) to diſpute their duty when they ſhould parformit. Others 

| tg £ 

et may he froward and ftuhborn enough to murmur. Hence the Holy Ghoſt by the 
hand o the ſame Apoftle lays down another Rule, Do al things without murnarings or 


diſputings. Uh | 
w/w two other Rules this Apoſtle gives that are more poſsve, and:determine 
the buſineſs more direAly ; Der al things be.done tothe glory of God: this is the firſf 
and great Canon, and the ſecond js like unto it, Let all things he done decently awd 4» 
yr Reuerencs; ang ryorbing tore, T0 promere edifice 
| h ſe 0 Hang all t matter of | ,Rites, and Ciremonies, which 
relate to Ood's Wa fn Andwhether thele Ruler and Canons Apofolical be ob- 
ſerv'd with] Ape £46 THAcTCE, 41d moger at0r.10 our Eſtabliſhment, let the Reager 
conſult Dp. Pulley and the | | 
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have nothing elſe to do, but either to ev? the iniquity of thoſe Rules and this Eſta- 
dliſhment, (which though oft attempted was never yet done to any degree of Con- 
vition or Evidence) orelle to ſhew hiarſelf an humble Chriſtian by his due confor- 
mity, and tocall upon ſuch as he has myſled, to follow his good Example, And then 
We ſhall haye no more marks, no more names or titles of 44ſion; but being periett- | | 
ly joyned together in the ſame. mind, and in the ſame j » we ſhall peaceably | "4-4 
accard in the ſame pratiice ;, andthen every man ſhall fie down quietly bis 
own Vine, and follow his own Imployment. There will be no more noiſe of Seque- 
ſtr ations or Suſpenſions, no more leading into priſon, no more Church Cenſur og —_ 
complaining in our ſtreets. The King will —_—_ bis full-duc of Cuſtoms 
butions, you and I ſhall not ſang. in need of the Charity of a.Forein Hand ; we hal 
become good Samaritans to one another. ,, And.as way. as walk according 10 this rule, 
peace be on them and mercy, and on the Iſs ael of od. 
To draw to a Coriclufion, hen the Reyal Prophet defcribes an eras 
and Conſpiracy againſt the King of Saints, Eg unte his Throne upon the 
of Sion ich i is the Church, ® rex he has check'dthe jnſolency of the Ad 


by a chiding Expoſtulation, he deſcgods to a agent Mreninas, Sirelted to fark. os 


wear afid mayage the Supreme Aut raged A therefore, O ye Kings, be i 
chaps "_y are Td of the Te the Lord with ſr andre unto 
reverence. Ky 'f the Sep RD at fram the rig 
Fes him as Head, 8 Ag C F0p w the Church, the 
Lord ſaith by his great Prophet Nation and I: ag will not frm thee 104.6612. 
ſhall periſh ; yea theſe Nations hat be utterly waſted. ir Cipil Union (which this 
Projector ſo much relies on) ſhall not be their Givil Sofi 
To come then to the laſt. Scetie of this Projett, 'snot the Religiow taking of an 
on a ſcrioys part of God's s folenen War ſpip arid Se vice? Let's conſult the Lav and 
os and mpg oats — 
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'Befides, there is KiY-the ſame reaſon, the ſame uſe, the ſame end of Swearing as 


ever Was.” ' The Geinttmaninhis Letter againſt the Biſhops being Judges in Cauſes 


C iral (pag.” 2.) felts'ns, That ar Oath i is the greateſt Obligation that mankznd us C4 


'y tf ” making even” Gy Gel: 4 party to it, to ſee it obeyed, and puniſh the tranſereſſors 
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ch 4 confirmation therefore, as preſently puts an end to all diſpute and doubt- 


AE Hors Paradiſe "Or the” third Heaven afford any different Revelation ? Let's 
hear how S. Paut underftandethe point, and we may learn it by hispraice, 7 ſa 
the rritthin Chrift, T'ttt nor, my conſcience alſs © bearing me witneſs in the Holy &t 
And Larrohagphrn, if to aſcend to the higheſt Pitch of Aſeveration, he 
faith; { call God td 'ye cord þ 4x wy ſax. An1 no Oath could with any modeſty be 

epref?d'in hicherterind Bot we find the! duty performed with more ſolemniry by 
ſome of thote be avenly Officers, a Angel of ſpecsg/note and dignity, With his hand 
(lifted upto ht aver, fwere bib that liveth for ever and ever. 
** Bot we hdve gotten anMp Projett, which (were it prattiſed  wniverſally, as the 
' Prije tbr goubtlefs Wooly ve it) wobld make God himſelf (which cannot be 
*thbuſht bn ipttbtes ſame-dan anger to be *forſworn;, for he has taken an 
oath, that, firft.or bf CHEfY ſhall do ſo too? Thave ſworn by my ſelf, Ny _ 
oat Bo my myth in ri over, 4nd fhalt"hot return, that unto me c nee 
bes: 26 def vo Oui wear, © And if we Wow 'St. Paul to bea Ale Inter- 
"Oath Ex Officio at the Slpreme « Court of Joeore Rom. 
10311. 


"Bur our Arrogaiit wm and bs Party oe the” Preacher give what advice 

te pleaſe to the cgntgary ) 'are ink ay h {ſo over-wiſ? ' and {o nuch over-71 ighteows, that 
muſt prof bein "oh an their Maker, a d'a grear deal wiſer too... 
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